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“She deserves it!” “I’ve never seen anything like it!” “It was so 
beautiful!” “A once in a lifetime experience!” Those are just a 
few of the many accolades voiced about the evening of Septem-
ber 26, 2010. The evening that our own Founder Minister/World 
Spiritual Leader, Dr. Barbara, became “The Right Reverend 
Bishop Barbara King.”  It was raining on the outside, but noth-
ing could dampen the enthusiasm of over two-hundred Hillside 
volunteers and those who came from as far away as West Africa 
and California and as near as down the street to witness this his-
toric ceremony, a first in the New Thought movement. 
 
The spiritual tone of the evening was set during the musical 
prelude by Monica Hargrave (harpist), Christine Barlow May-
field (vocalist), Delores Major (violinist), and Reverend Dr. Jean 
Derricotte-Murphy (vocalist from Detroit). Milkshake officially 
opened the service with a trumpet selection followed by the call 
to worship, congregational song and prayer. 
 
Melvin Miller gave a trumpet fanfare that heralded the proces-
sional of flags (Ghana and Georgia), banners with the Hillside 
symbol and the Bishop’s crest, Ghanaian chiefs, ministers, Hill-
side Board of Directors and the Apostolic Council made up of 
spiritual leaders, business people and family. They were fol-
lowed by the regal entry of those who carried the Bishop’s vest-
ments, representatives from the Learning Center, Sunday 
School, Youth of Truth, Young Adult Ministry, Assistant Minis-
ters, Board of Directors and the Hillside membership. The pag-
eantry of the processional continued with the entry of the Chief 
Adjutant, Rev. Jack Bomar, the Adjutants (Hillside father/son 
duos), the College of Bishops, the Bishop-Elect (Dr. Barbara) 
escorted by her grandson, James Taylor, and Bishop Carlton 
Pearson, Chief Consecrator. 
 
The College of Bishops was an interdenominational assembly of 
men and women: Bishop Craig Bergland, Universal Anglican 
Church (Milwaukee, WI); Bishop Kirby Clements, Sr., Commu-
nity of the Holy Spirit (Decatur, GA); Bishop Xavier F.     
Eikerenkoetter III, Christ Community Unity Church (NYC); 
Archbishop Ruth W. Smith Holmes, Light of the World     

Christian Tabernacle (Stockbridge, GA); Bishop Annie B. 
Campbell-Pitre, Giving and Living for Others Ministries (San 
Diego, CA); Bishop Victor L. Powell, Rhema Word Interna-
tional Ministries (Albany, GA); Bishop Rodney Sheron 
Sampson, Kingdom Manifestation (Atlanta, GA); Bishop 
Stephen L. White, Higher Dimensions International Worship 
Center West Coast (San Diego, CA). The bishops were attired in 
their Episcopal vestments and it was a beautiful sight to behold. 
 
Other aspects of the service included greetings and commenda-
tions from members of the New Thought community and greet-
ings by Reverend Dr. Della Reese-Lett.  Dr. Maya Angelou sent 
a special message that was read by Rev. Angela. 
 
The Ministry of Scriptures by Bishops included readings from 
the Old Testament, Epistles and Gospels. Bishop Eikerenkoetter 
uniquely incorporated djembe drumming with his scripture read-
ing. The scriptures, powerfully beautiful music by Voices of 
Hillside, the vocal styling of Felicia Coleman-Evans, and com-
munion sacraments offered to the Bishop-Elect and College of 
Bishops were all building to the climax of the service – the 
Questions and Charge and the Investiture. 
 
Questions and Charge of the Bishop-Elect. “…Will you ever 
lead your people as an example of God’s grace, and most of all 
show love unto the little ones among your flock…” (“With 
God’s help I will.”) “…The duties of a Bishop are to consecrate, 
to ordain, to anoint, to bless, to loose and to bind, to baptize and 
to confirm, to preside, to interpret and to confirm divine right 
action. Will you accept these duties and will you commit your-
self wholeheartedly to fulfilling these sacred duties?” (“With 
God’s help I will.”)… 
 
The Investiture included the cincture, rochet, chimere, stole, 
cope, mitre, ring, cross, Bible and staff. The beautiful Bishop’s 
ring and cross were made from the gold and diamonds that were 
donated by Hillside members and friends. The staff was hand-
crafted in Ghana.  Bishop Pearson explained the significance of 
each vestment. The College of Bishops completed the ceremony 
as they laid hands on the newly consecrated Bishop and prayed. 
Then “The Right Reverend Bishop Barbara King” eloquently 
and humbly expressed her feelings, her gratitude, her blessings 
and her benediction. 
 
What a high, spiritual moment! What a testament to the faith 
journey, the journey of service that Bishop Barbara has traveled 
for nearly 50 years! What a fitting tribute to our spiritual leader. 
It was an evening that transformed us all! 
 

College of Bishops (Bishop Carlton Pearson, Chief Consecrator, far right) 

Called to a Journey of Service:  
The Consecration of Dr. Barbara as Bishop 

-Dr. Marian Gamble 

Bishop Elect Barbara L. King, wearing the Cassock, escorted by her grandson, 
James Taylor, and greeted by Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Banks  and other guests. 
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The Consecration Service 
DVD and Commemorative 
Program set is available at 
Truth &Treasures Bookstore 
2450 Cascade Rd, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30311 
404-758-6811 ext 34 

Preparing for the Pre-Consecration Reception under the tent at Hillside. 


